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Commissioner Sends Letter to School Patrons 


You will do well at this time to consider 
No pupil, 


The annual letter of Commissioner of Edu- 
cation Frank P. Graves to be read at the annual 
school meetings in rural districts on May 7th 


the need for pupil transportation. 
whether of elementary or of high school 
follows: grade, should be denied the right to regular 
school attendance through a failure on the 








May 7, 1935 
To Trustees and Patrons of Common School 
Districts: 

Rural school patrons throughout this great 
State have convened this evening to transact 
such business as may fall within the province 
of the annual school meeting. To be more 
specific, you are met in the interest of all 
the boys and girls resident within your school 
district. Their educational well-being during 
the coming school year depends, to a marked 
degree, on the wisdom with which you act on 
this important occasion. It is within your 
power to serve their best interests. By so 
doing you promote the future welfare of your 
community and of the State in which you live. 

In the matter of selecting your school 
officials, let promise of efficient service be 
your sole guide. Neither favor nor prejudice 
should play any part in so important an under- 
taking. Those of you who are elected to such 
office have a real opportunity, for which the 
immediate reward is your satisfaction with 
service well rendered. 

With our return to the normal amount of 
state aid, there should be continued care in 
planning. School buildings and equipment 
should be adequate to meet the needs of the 
pupils within your school. You should consult 
your district superintendent before making 
purchases. Matters pertaining to health and 
sanitation should receive due attention. 

Some districts, for the time being, have ex- 
tremely small numbers of pupils. The edu- 
cational needs of such pupils are often better 
served by contracting for their instruction in 
some school outside the district. Likewise 
schools whose facilities are taxed by large 
numbers of pupils may remedy the situation 
by contracting for the instruction of upper 


grade pupils. 


part of his district to provide transportation 
service where the lack of it would materially 
interfere with his school attendance. Your 
school trustee is powerless to act in this con 
nection unless the district has voted such 
authority. 

May I call your attention to the importance 
of the selection of proper teachers ? This, to 
my mind, is the most important single duty 
performed by the trustee. He should solicit 
the counsel of the district superintendent in 
an effort to procure the very best teacher or 
teachers that the district is able to employ. 

The district superintendent should be con- 
ferred with frequently in regard to all matters 
of school administration. This is particularly 
true of the forward-looking plans of the dis 
trict. In shaping such a policy I hope that 
you will look beyond your local district 
boundaries and consider the problems common 
to your entire locality. Only through cooper- 
ation, one district with another, can you 
expect to shape plans of procedure best suited 
to your community needs. Rural parents in 
increasing numbers are finding that central 
district organization meets the educational 
needs of their several communities in a satis 
factory manner. You may very well investi 
gate what the central district plan has to offer 
in your particular situation 

I trust that the business of the annual meet 
ing will be so wisely and thoroughly done that 
you will feel assured of having the educa 
tional needs of your boys and girls adequately 
met during the coming year 

Sincerely yours 
FRANK P. Graves 
President of the Universit) 


and Commissioner of Education 








154 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Children Express Esteem to Hamburg Attendance Officer 


For many years, far beyond the memory of 
the oldest child in the Hamburg public schools, 
Eugene A. Van Pelt has been the attendance 
officer for the village of Hamburg. His life 
has been devoted to service of the schools. 
Years ago he was a member of the board of 
education and then its president; but with the 
passing of the years “Gramp” (as he is affec- 
tionately known to every man, woman and child 
in the village) retired from the school board 
and because of his interest in the children of 
the community, he was appointed attendance 
officer. 

“Gramp” is a friend of every child and 
knows most of them by their given names. He 
has served his years with a kindness and toler- 
ance and yet with a keen efficiency that has 
won him the respect of the community. 

Thus, when the rumor crept around the 
school that “Gramp” would be 90 years old 
on his next birthday, Dr Frederick J. Moffitt, 
the superintendent, was waited upon by a 
sparkling eyed committee of youngsters who 
proceeded to express their desire to plan some 
honor in tribute to the man who had been their 
friend and counselor so many times in the past. 

A question presented itself. The Masonic 
Gramp” Van 


“ 


orders of the village had given 
Pelt every honor in their power — life member- 


Department Has New Sets 
of Wild Flower Slides 


The Visual Instruction Division has an- 
nounced two new sets of slides on wild flowers 
of New York State. Set Nml, Spring Flowers, 
contains 27 slides; Set Nm2, Summer Flowers, 
contains 25 slides. These sets are available to 
all classes of borrowers. Because of lack of 
funds it has been possible to make only a few 


duplicates of each of these sets. For this 


reason borrowers should file their orders as far 
as possible in advance of the dates on which 
the slides are desired, 


ships, honorary offices and such; the civic 
organizations had vied to do him honor with 
banquets and dinners. Gifts and flowers he had 
in abundance. After consultation with the 
superintendent the committee retired in some 
perplexity to make plans. 

As a result of the committee’s deliberations 
on “Gramp” Van Pelt’s ninetieth birthday a 
tremendous loving cup filled with pennies was 
carried from the school to his home. Every 
child in school had brought a shiny new penny 
to add to the contribution. In many cases the 
children had brought more than their quota 
and a harassed superintendent had to refuse 
the extra amounts so that all the pennies in 
town would not disappear from circulation. 
For was it not agreed by the committee that 
each child should bring one penny as his gift? 

On the evening of his ninetieth birthday, 
Eugene A. Van Pelt was “at home” to the 
children and adults of the community. On the 
mantlepiece reposed what to him was the finest 
gift that the community had to offer. Filled to 
overflowing with 3200 tokens of esteem, the 
loving cup was simply engraved: 

TO GRAMP VAN PELT 
NINETY YEARS YOUNG. 
FROM THE GIRLS AND BOYS Of 
THE HAMBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


New York Leads States 
in Number of Colleges 


New York State leads in the number of 
institutions of higher education listed by the 
Federal Office of Education in its 1935 Educa- 


tional Directory. Of the 1662 institutions 
included in the new college guide, 100 are in 
New York. There are 99 in California and 


Illinois, 97 in Pennsylvania, 86 in Texas, 64 in 
Iowa and Ohio, 62 in Massachusetts, 60 in 
Missouri and 52 in North Carolina. 

There are 229 colleges for men in the United 
States, 270 colleges for women, and 1163 co- 
educational institutions. 
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Recent Decisions of the Commissioner of Education 


BY CHARLES A. BRIND JR, DIRECTOR, LAW DIVISION 


The following summarizes those cases of 
most general interest since the last summary 
of decisions of the Commissioner of Education 
appearing in the November 15th issue of the 


Bulletin to the Schools: 


Case No. 3048 
This was a proceeding for the removal of the 


trustee and collector of a common school 
district. 
Held: That the collector through failure to 


maintain proper records, through the issuance 
of checks which were returned and protested, 
through the mingling of his own money with 
that of the district, and otherwise seriously im- 
pairing the credit of the district, was guilty of 
neglect of duty. Where a official is 
handling a substantial sum of money, it is his 
duty to exercise extraordinary care in carrying 
out his stewardship and failure to do so is suffi- 
cient grounds for removal. Held, further, that 
while it is the duty of the trustee to use what- 
ever pursuasion he may have to bring about a 


school 


proper system of accounts and to maintain the 
credit of the district, there is no legal basis for 
holding him responsible for the acts of the 
collector. 
Case No. 3049 

Appellants complained concerning the desig- 
nation of a school for the attendance of aca- 
demic pupils. Appeal dismissed on the ground 
of laches, it appearing that the petition was not 
filed until October 17, 1934, after the commence- 
ment of school and after all arrangements had 
been made for instructional and transportation 
service and after the taxes required were levied. 


Case No. 3051 

An appeal from the refusal of district super- 
intendents of schools to alter boundaries of cer- 
tain superintendency districts. 

Held: That the district superintendent had no 
jurisdiction to act in connection with the altera- 
tion of boundaries of superintendency districts 
without the consent of the districts affected. 


Case No. 3053 

The appellant served as a teacher under a 
regular license from 1908 to 1923. In 1923 she 
resigned but continued in service as a substitute 
teacher. Latterly she asked for reinstatement 
under a rule of the board permitting reinstate- 


ment under certain conditions. She was denied 
reinstatement on the ground of “ insufficiently 
meritorious service.” The indicated 
that the basis of such conclusion was an alter- 
cation between the appellant and a member of 
the board of examiners. 

Held: That without condoning in any way 
any insubordination which may have existed, 
under the rule of the board such difficulty had 
no connection with “ satisfactory teaching serv- 
ice.” The appeal of the teacher was sustained. 


evidence 


Case No. 3059 
Application for 
members of a board of education. 
respondents was an officer of a bank located in 
Brooklyn. 
of education of an outlying school district. 
Held: 


depository of funds of a school district of which 


the removal of certain 


One of the 


He was also a member of the board 
That an officer of a bank which is a 


he is a member of the board of education is 
interested at least indirectly if not directly in 
the contract made with the district. Such a 
contractual interest on the part of a member of 
the board of education is prohibited by section 
285 of the Education Law. Another respondent 
in this case was charged with being interested 
district contract 
payment for 
enumerator. Held: That there is nothing in 
the law relating to the employment of relatives 


in a school because his son 


received services aS a census 


except in teaching positions and that there was 
no evidence that respondent had any financial 
interest in the contract. 


Case No. 3060 

Proceeding for the removal of the trustee of 
a common school district. It was alleged that 
the respondent failed to comply with the pro- 
visions of the Education Law 


requiring trustees to render an account in writ- 


section 278 of 


ing of all moneys received and of the manner 
in which they had been expended. It appeared 
that a report was made by the board of edu- 
cation but the district meeting attempted to 
reject the same. 

Held: That there is nothing in the law giving 
the district meeting the power to reject such 
report. After the report is read it should be 


given to the clerk of the meeting and be made 
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part of the minutes. Thereafter any person in 
the district is entitled to have access to it. If 
any fault is then to be found, the statute 
provides remedies for those aggrieved. 


Case No. 3061 

The appellant, a teacher in New York City, 
was granted a leave of absence “ for the purpose 
of study.” Upon an application for a promotion 
license thereafter the board of examiners voted 
that his prior service was “ insufficiently meri- 
torious”” to accord him the license sought. In 
defense the board of examiners claimed that the 
appellant during his alleged leave of absence 
served a law clerkship, that he obtained his 
leave fraudulently and that for such reason his 
license was denied. The evidence ‘urther indi- 
cated that leaves of absence were not granted 
by the board of superintendents for the purpose 
of law clerkship and if the appellant had called 
the same to the attention of the board of 
examiners his leave would not been 
accorded him. The board had adopted no formal 
rule regarding this, and had not 
incorporated any such rule in printed regula- 
tions. The board failed to show that it had 
ever brought the policy in respect to law clerk- 
ship to the attention of appellant. It can not be 
said that the serving of a law clerkship is not 
for the purpose of study and under the circum- 
stances appellant could not be presumed to have 
knowledge of the rule. As his record outside 
of the alleged misrepresentation appeared to 
have been excellent, it was held that the board 
of examiners did not have grounds for de- 
termining that it was insufficiently meritorious. 


have 


however, 


The teacher’s appeal was sustained. 


Case No. 3062 

Appeal from the action of the board of 
examiners of New York City in refusing to 
license appellant. In this case the evidence 
indicated that after appellant had successfully 
taken and passed his examinations, it was dis- 
covered that he did not meet the eligibility 
requirements. 

Held: That while 
petitioner proceeded 
examinations before discovering that he did not 


it was unfortunate that 
to complete all of the 


meet the qualifications, nevertheless the board 
of examiners has no power to waive the qualifi- 
superin- 


cations prescribed by the board of 
tendents and that as the appellant did not meet 
them he is not entitled to a license. 
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Case No. 3063 

Held: That upon an appeal for transportation, 
where the central school district had already 
established a route and where the conveyance 
came within a half mile of appellant's residence, 
there is nothing unreasonable in expecting his 
children to walk a comparatively short distance 
to meet the conveyance. It has been held many 
times that there is no law that requires a board 
of education to send its carrier to each pupil’s 
door. 


Case No. 3070 

Appeal from the action of a board of edu- 
cation in discontinuing appellant's services as 
substitute teacher. 

Held: That there is nothing in the city school 
law which gives any protection as to length of 
teacher. Appeal was 


service to a_ substitute 


therefore dismissed. 


Case No. 3071 


After the board of education had abolished 
the position of appellant, he was assigned as 
teacher in an elementary school. He appealed, 
claiming that he was entitled to appointment as 
teacher in a junior high school. The records 
of the indicated that his 
original appointment was that of an elementary 
teacher that his 
remained unchanged on the records until Sep- 
tember 1931. From that date until his dismissal 
he had not served three years as a junior high 


school teacher and, consequently, had no tenure 


board of education 


school and status as such 


as such, 
Case No. 3073 

Appellant in this case was assigned to teach 
as a substitute in various schools in the city of 
New York. 
assignment of a substitute from September 1930 
until June 1934. 
regular class assigned to her and gave the same 
under 


She taught continuously under the 
During this period she had a 


service as would any teacher serving 


regular appointment. She was, however, paid a 
substitute’s salary. She was not accorded any 
benefit of tenure or of retirement, and she was 
not placed under the salary schedule of a regular 


teacher who would have performed the same 


work. The board of education admitted that 
she had been appointed as substitute to fill a 
vacancy. 

Held: Article 33-B of the Education Law 


requires the board of education to adopt a 


salary schedule and pay teachers in accordance 
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with such schedule. Appellant in this case had 
not been paid in accordance with the salary 
schedule provided for a person who has per- 
formed such service as she had rendered. If 
a board of education by changing the name of 
a position without changing the duties can lift 
the responsibility placed upon it by statute and 
pay a lesser salary for the service than directed 
by statute, the laws in respect to salary sche- 
dules are nullified. Although it is true that 
neither the court nor the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation has the power to order the board of 
education to fill these positions, yet there is 
power to hold and order that if the positions 
are filled they must be filled from an appropri- 
ate eligible list and by persons employed as 
regular teachers entitled to all the rights of 
regular teachers. In view of the statutory 
provisions there is no other course which the 
board may legally pursue. 

The power and duty to determine the number 
and kind of teachers to be employed rests in 
the sound discretion of the board of education. 
Having exercised such discretion and deter- 
mined that there is a vacancy or a necessity for 
teacher, then the 


the appointment of a new 


board must fill such vacancy and make such 
appointment within the limits of the available 
funds and in the manner prescribed by law. In 
this city an appointment must be made by the 
board of education upon recommendation of the 
board of superintendents, from the first avail- 
able three upon an eligible list as certified by the 
board of examiners. When so appointed, the 
teacher is legally entitled to receive the salary 
and salary increments fixed by the schedule duly 
adopted by the board of education. 

From the record it appeared that the board 
of education determined that a vacancy existed 
in the position occupied by the appellant at the 
time of her appointment, and it further appeared 
that she had a license to teach as a regular 
teacher. Whether or not she was duly appointed 
from an appropriate eligible list did not appear. 
If she was so appointed then she was entitled 
to the salary fixed by the salary schedule for 
the position, and after serving the probationary 
period, if recommended for continuance as 
provided by law, she will be entitled to tenure. 

Held, further, that it illegal for the 
board of education of this city to continue the 


Was 


practice of filling vacancies by the appointment 
of substitute teachers. Positions now so filled, if 


continued, should be filled in accordance with law. 
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Miss E. Jennie Steele, Owego’s 
Most Famous Teacher, Dies 

Miss E. Jennie Steele, Owego’s best known 
and best beloved teacher, died on February 22d 
at her home at Owego at the age of 92 years. 
She had retired in 1916 after more than 50 
years of service. Upon her retirement the 
3oard of Regents of The University of the 
State of New York paid tribute to her by 
incorporating in its minutes an expression of 
appreciation. The action of the Board of 
Regents reads as follows: 

For more than a half century Miss E. Jennie 
Steele has been a capable and devoted teacher 
in the public schools of Owego, N. Y. This 
splendid woman is both loved and reverenced in 
that community. Some of the leading and suc- 
cessful citizens of our State have been her 
pupils. They cherish for her a sincere apprecia- 
tion, and bear testimony to her admirable 
qualities as a woman and teacher who inspired 
her pupils with high ideals. After that long 
period of effective and brilliant service, Miss 
Steele has retired from her teaching activities. 
She has been gifted in many ways, but in none 
more so than in her keen mentality, serenity of 
mind, and sweetness of disposition. These 
beautiful traits she continues to possess. Re- 
cently the people of Owego gave a reception in 
her honor, which was marked by a rare éclat, 
happily expressive of the community's gratitude. 

Upon motion of Regent Moot, it was voted 
that this minute of esteem be recorded in the 
proceedings of our Board, and a copy thereof 
be forwarded to Miss Steele to commemorate 
her golden jubilee. 


——-G - 


Souvenir Book Celebrates 
High School Tercentenary 


The Celebration Book 
rating the 300th anniversary of American Sec- 
published by 


Souvenir commemo- 


ondary Education has been 
Scholastic, national high school weekly, as its 
February 1935 This book aims to 
show how secondary education has expanded its 


number. 


historic rdle in society and how it performs that 
role. Sponsored by the Department of Sec- 
ondary School Principals of the National Edu- 
cation Association, this celebration book is a 
richly illustrated edition of 128 pages, contain- 
ing articles of unusual value dealing with the 
history of secondary education in America. It 
will be of particular interest to high school prin- 
cipals and teachers. The book was distributed 
to the regular subscribers of Scholastic and may 
be obtained by others at 50 cents a copy. 
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The New York State Fair 


BY J. 

Everyone familiar with Rudyard Kipling’s 
great story, Kim, will remember an apt phrase 
by which the natives named the public museum 
at Lahore, where the Red Lama from Tibet 
discussed with the curator the mysteries of the 
Middle Way. ‘They called it the Wonder 
House. 

The juvenile mind is filled with visions of 
adventure and romance. Everything that is 
new — the unfamiliar, the rare and infrequent — 
is to the normal youngster a wonder house 
which, if he is fortunate, he may visit in the 
very spirit of the old discoverers who braved 
the unknown joyously in quest of treasure. 

Because young people are curious and in- 
tensely interested in every new thing, they learn 
quickly. Seeing, hearing, experiencing new 
sensations all the while, they gain during a few 
years of childhood, more essential knowledge 
than later they acquire, in similar time, during 
any period of their lives. To unlock for these 
young people, therefore, every available wonder 
house of useful knowledge is a duty and a very 
great privilege. 

For the past two years this privilege has been 
exercised by New York State’s Department of 
Agriculture and Markets in opening to the 
public school pupils the great Agricultural and 
Industrial Exposition known as the New York 
State Fair. Literally to thousands of these 
youngsters, who in a very few years will be 
invested with the duties and responsibilities of 
citizenship, the fair has been a wonder house, 
indeed. 

When the project of encouraging the public 
school pupils to visit the fair as a part of their 
education was first undertaken it was frankly 
an experiment for which the approval of the 
State Education Department had to be solicited. 
This was generously given, for the Education 
Department recognized that one very important 
function of the State Fair in recent years has 
come to be the education and encouragement of 
the State’s boys and girls in those things that 
make for useful citizenship. 

To this end the work of the numerous 4-H 
Clubs, the Juvenile Granges throughout the 


State, the county and state spelling champion- 
ships, the Young Farmers’ speaking contests, 
have been fostered and given significant places 
on the State Fair programs. 


DAN ACKERMAN, DIRECTOR, NEW YORK STATE FAIR 


of live stock and 
production of 


Breeding and judging 
poultry; seed grain selection; 
better vegetable crops; preserving of fruits and 
vegetables, with other branches cf household 
economics such as dressmaking and homekeep- 
ing, have been encouraged by competitive ex- 
hibits with consideration in the premium lists. 

The splendid Pyrke House, erected specifi- 
cally to house the activities of boys and girls, 
has been a center of constantly increasing in- 
terest since 1930, and this year a fine new and 
long-needed cattle barn, especially to house the 
boys’ and girls’ live stock exhibits, is being 
constructed. 

The fair no longer finds it necessary to solicit 
the Education Department’s approval of its 
efforts to bring to school pupils the educational 
advantages of the exposition. Instead it has 
the Department’s voluntary and hearty approval 
for the distribution of the free admission 
tickets to eligible pupils through the superin- 
tendents and principals of schools of the public 
school system. 

The purpose of the fair management is to 
give every pupil in the grade schools, who may 
be able to attend, free admission to the fair on 
any day of the exposition. When organized 
school groups attend in charge of a superin- 
tendent, principal or teacher, the admission 
privilege will be extended to older school 
children as well. 

Because of a change in fair dates this year 
pupils will be able to attend without affecting 
school attendance records or deranging schedules 
in any way. The fair begins August 25th, 
with religious inspirational services, and ends 
on Labor Day, entirely outside the school year. 
This fact, we trust will assure even more 
hearty cooperation from superintendents and 
principals than that which has been so gener- 
ously given in the past. 

Distribution of pupils’ tickets will be made 
before the close of the present school year. 
It will be in charge of city, village and district 
superintendents of schools, whose essential aid 
in the past has contributed so much to the 
success of the plan. 

Again the fair management requests the co- 
operation of school teachers in its effort to open 
the doors of the great wonder house that is the 
exposition to the thousands of school children 
who will find delight in visiting it. 
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Penquin Drill at Cornwall-on-Hudson Show 


This number of the “ Annual Antics,” presented 


the members of the fourth grade. It grew out of 
The children brought the 


this unit, the boys were members of the 


the possibilities of the project, developed the penguins into a drill. 


the sewing classes. The girls in the eighth 


Cornwall-on-Hudson Show 


Making use of the annual school show as a 
project to develop the idea of school unity 
among the pupils, the 1935 “ Annual Antics” of 
the Cornwall-on-Hudson High School was 
planned and carried through with two objec- 
tives: (1) to give to practically every pupil an 
opportunity to take part in an activity by and 
for the whole school; (2) to provide each pupil 
with an outlet for his particular talents. 

With these ends in mind, a program of group 
numbers was selected, to make it possible for 
the maximum number to take part. The first 
two grades contributed their toy symphony, the 
upper four elementary grades, an elaborate can- 
tata, the third grade, “ The Old Woman in the 
Shoe.” The fourth grade was selected to stage 
the headline act, a drill in penguin costume. 


at the 
a study of 
radio news and pictures and books about the admiral’s first trip 
expedition and the girls were penguins. 


grade assisted in 


School, was given by 
Byrd's expedition to Little 


When dramatizing 


Cornwall-on-Hudson High 
Admiral 


America, 


teacher, seeing 
made in 


The 


were 


music 


Costumes designed and 


this part of the work, 


Is Project for School Unity 


The high school contributed two song and dance 
acts, a gymnastic act and a one-act play. 

These acts were staged, lighted and costumed 
by pupils, under faculty supervision, making it 
possible for the few pupils not in the cast to 
take part in producing the show. Attractive 
posters were provided, and an artistic and profit- 
able program was solicited, illustrated and laid 
out by the advertising class. 

The project succeeded, therefore, in reaching 
its objectives. The pupils learned much from 
the actual work of production, but the further 
objective was much more valuable. The whole 
school was welded into one unit, by and for the 
purpose of making the and 
from the experience the richer for 


show a_ success, 
emerged 
having learned how to work in unison. 
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Daniel Boone Bicentennial 


A nationwide observance of the Daniel Boone 
Bicentennial is being projected by an American 
committee of eminent educational and_ social 
leaders. New York State has been invited to 
participate in the formulation of plans and 
committee has been named consisting of A. C. 
Flick, State Historian, chairman; James G. 
Riggs, field agent; Arvie Eldred, D. J. Kelly, 
George R. Staley, W. Howard Pillsbury, W. C. 
Smith, Clarence E. Bennett. 

Daniel Boone personifies in American history 
the adventurous frontiersman 
westward a knowledge of the geography of the 
continent and thus assisted in the expansion of 
the national domain. More than that, he typi- 
fied the pioneer who settled those vast areas 
unoccupied by the whites. In the building of 
the United States he stands as the embodiment 
self- 


who extended 


of courage, fearlessness, self-reliance, 
resourcefulness and individual inde- 
pendence. He may lacked the social 
consciousness and spirit of cooperative effort 


but he possessed those qualities that 


py yssessit mn, 


have 


of today, 
built a strong and a free republic. 
Two years younger than Washington, Boone 


survived him by more than a score of years. 
Born in Pennsylvania of Quaker parents, he 
early became a hunter, a trader in furs and an 
explorer who ranged the frontier. In 1775 he 
led the first group of settlers into Kentucky. 
In the Revolution he rose to the rank of lieu- 
tenant militia after the war 
served in the Virginia legislature. 
Kentucky, he 
Congress 


colonel of and 
Losing his 
1799 to 


land 


lands in removed in 


Missouri where confirmed his 


1814. 


grant in 
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After his death in 1820, Lord Byron’s Don 
Juan made him a worldwide celebrity and the 
outstanding personality of the midwest. A 


truer picture reveals him as a woodsman of 
unusual strength and nimbleness ; of iron endur- 
ance and great fortitude; an expert with the 
rifle; a man with a high degree of native intelli- 
gence, honest, reliable and loyal his friend- 
ships, although not a shrewd business man; and 
withal a simple-hearted philosopher whose se- 
renity of mind, calm nature, even temper and 
lack of rancor made him beloved by his friends 
and highly admired among the Nation's heroes. 

Although never within New York of today, 
3oone did traverse western territory claimed by 
the Empire State. Like all of our great men, 
he belongs to the whole country and not to any 
Consequently, it is appropriate 
cooperate in the 


particular state. 
for this Commonwealth to 
movement to honor his memory. 

Information concerning the 
be given to school officials later. 


observance will 


on Q—= 


Regents Pay Tribute 
to Retiring Member 
William 


as a member of 


Tributes to the service of Regent 
Bondy, whose term of 
the Board of Regents expired on March 3lst, 
were paid by the Board at its meeting on March 
15th. The following resolution was adopted : 

The Board of Regents records its sincere 
regret that Regent William Bondy will cease to 
be a member of the Board after the expiration 
of his present term of office on March 31, 1935. 

Regent Bondy was elected to the Board of 
Regents in February 1920. 

He has served faithfully and well. He 
brought to the work of the Regents, a keen, 
well-trained, legal mind; a broad understanding, 
sympathy and enthusiasm for public education ; 
and a fine courage and an unwavering sense of 
justice, fair play and square dealing, that en- 
deared him to his fellow members, as well as 
gaining their admiration. 

fe rendered a signal service as chairman of 
the committee on licenses, to which he gave 
unstintingly of his time and efforts. 

The Board wishes Regent Bondy a long and 
happy life and trusts that some of the happi- 
ness may come from the memories of the ser- 
vice in the cause of public education, which they 
have been privileged to enjoy in common so 
many years. 


office 


ee eee 
The Oswego County Music 
held on May 17th at the Oswego State 
School. Schools throughout the county 
entered this noncompetitive festival. 


Festival will be 
Normal 


have 
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Suggested School Calendar 


The 1935-36 Register of Attendance will include the following suggested school calendar 


3d School opens 
5th 
11th 
28th Thanksgiving Day 

29th = Vacationt 

23d—Jan. Ist Christmas holidayst 
Regents examinations 


September 
November 
November 
November 
November 
December 
January 20th—24th 
February 12th Lincoln's Birthday*+ 
April 9th-17th Easter holidayst 
June 15th-19th Regents examinations 
June 19th School closest 


Election Day*? 
Armistice Day* 


* Legal holidays. 
+ School authorities decide whether school shall be 
t School authorities determine vacation periods. 

schedule 194 
statute to be in 


The above includes days. 


School is required by session 


190 days, inclusive of legal holidays and days 
teachers at district superintendents’ 


meetings of the New York 


spent by 
conterences and at 
State Teachers Association. 

A legal holiday failing on Sunday is to be 
observed on the following Monday. Labor Day, 
although a legal holiday, may not be counted un- 


less school opened prior thereto. A legal holi- 


No. of School Days 


during Month of Legal Holidays 


September 20 
SN weiscccnd's 23 Election Day 
November ....... 17 4 Armistice Day 

| Thanksgiving Day 
December ....... 15 
January ...... 22 New Year's Day 
February ~~» Lincoln's Birthday 
SN ibn ican 22 
PO Ee ree 15 
BE ide diiciniiaes 21 
eee 15 

189 5 

194 

in session on these days 


day occurring after school has opened in Sep 
tember is to be counted as one of the 190 days 
of session required provided it is directly pre 
on which 


ceded or directly followed by a day 


school was regularly in session. Upon Election 


Day and Lincoln's Birthday school may be in 


session or not, as determined by the school 
authorities. No day is to be counted twice 
Therefore, when school ts in sessic m on such 


days, they are not to be listed also as holidays 


New Directions Given for Recording Enrolment 


New directions to teachers in recording enrol- 
ment will be printed in the 1935-36 Register of 
Attendance. the of 
year’s Register will be found a new paragraph 


Inside front cover next 


reading as follows: 


\t the of the school prepare a 
school, grade or class list in with 
the grouping of pupils planned for September 
During the first week of school, check on this 
list the names of pupils who have entered and 
investigate the absence of any on 
such list who have not entered. Place in the 
register the names of all children who have 
entered (mark “FE” in black) and in addition 
the names of such children on the class list as 
have not entered (mark “ E” in red) but have 
not been found to have “left” on account of 
one of the reasons listed under “ Enrolment,” 
page 1. Thus all children on the class list 
would be marked “FE” as registered on the 
first day of except where enrolment 
reason for dropping the name is established. 


year, 
accordance 


close 


immediately 


SC hool, 


Checkup of enrolment and school census shall 
then be made; the absence of any children of 
compulsory school age investigated and prompt 
action taken to secure registration 
where required. 

Charles L. Mosher, Director of the 


immediate 


\ttend- 
Accounting Division of the De 
that 


ance and Child 


partment, explains these directions have 


been found necessary since a pupil who does 


not enter school at the beginning of the term is 
of the com 


failing to meet the requirements 


pulsory education law quite as much as is one 


who enters and is later absent. The new plan 
will place on the register when school opens 
the of all the teacher 


knows should be in record 


who 
The 


as later supplemented 


names children 


school will 


thus be complete except 
by the names of children from families recently 
when these are secured 


arrived in the district 


through a check of the census or otherwise. 
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New York Pupils Win Scholarships and Other Prizes 


A number of New York State high school 
pupils are among the winners of the Scholastic 
awards recently announced by the national high 
school weekly. Nearly 2000 American high 
schools were represented in the competition for 
the Scholastic awards for creative art and liter- 
ature. The New York State prize winners 
include the following: 

Frank Merritt, Saranac Lake High School, 
first prize in the short story contest 

Wesley Stilwell, Peekskill High School, first 
prize, sports story 

Pearl Sandberg, Peekskill High School, third 
prize, short story 

Barbara Roth, Peekskill High School, fourth 
prize, short story 


Laurence S. Levy, Woodmere Academy, 
second prize, editorials 
Irving Schwartz, James Monroe Evening 


High School, New York City, fourth prize, 
short story 

Marion Halpert, Hunter College High School, 
New York City, fourth prize, poetry 

Ruth Gonzer, Samuel J. Tilden High School, 
New York City, fourth prize, poetry 

William Dratch, Seward Park High School, 
New York City, honorable mention, sketch 

Lenore Thompson, A. B. Davis High School, 
Mount Vernon, fourth prize, essay 

Margaret Campbell, A. B. Davis High School, 


Mount Vernon, honorable mention, literary 
article ’ : 
Alberta Himes, Jamestown High School, 


honorable mention, literary article 
Knox Burger, Horace Greeley School, Chap- 
paqua, honorable mention, My Job article 


New York State pupils who received prizes 


for their arts and crafts work include the 
following : 
Roy A. Blakeney, Bennett High School, 


3uffalo, scholarship, Berkshire School of Art 
John Broctawik, Mont Pleasant High School, 
Schenectady, scholarship, Pratt Institute, and 
third prize, George Bellows Memorial Award 

Donald Sutcliffe, Newburgh Free Academy, 
scholarship, Cleveland School of Art; fourth 
prize, George Bellows Memorial Award; oils 
award 

Priscilla Burg, Bennett High School, Buffalo, 
scholarship alternate 

James Lewicki, Technical 
Buffalo, scholarship alternate 

Alvin Wenzel, Poughkeepsie, 
alternate 

Olga Kukla, Mont Pleasant 
Schenectady, fourth prize, pottery 

Grace McDermott, Notre Dame 
Staten Island, first prize, applied design 

Frances Kleinberger, Notre Dame Convent, 
Staten Island, second prize, Carnegie Museum 
Award and supplementary award for use of 
drawing ink 

Cornelia Scheer, Washington Irving High 
School, New York City, fourth prize, advertis- 
ing art 

Albina Deps, Washington Irving High School, 
New York City, second prize, black ink drawing 

Anthony Desposito, Abraham Lincoln High 
School, Brooklyn, third prize, advertising art 

John Gerasimchik, Abraham Lincoln High 
School, Brooklyn, fourth prize, black ink 
drawing 


High School, 
scholarship 
High School, 


Convent, 





Prizes Will Be Awarded for 
Essays on Mark Twain 


In connection with the celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the birth of Mark Twain 
at Hannibal, Mo., his boyhood home, the cen- 
tennial committee has announced that a series 
of prizes, one for each state, will be awarded 
for the best essay submitted upon the subject of 
“ Mark Twain.” In addition to the state prizes, 
there will be a prize for the best essay sub- 
mitted from the United States. The 
state prizes will be placques, with a figure of 
Mark Twain in relief. Manuscripts are not to 
be longer than 300 words and must be submitted 
to the Mark Centennial Committee, 


whole 


Twain 


Hannibal, Mo., on or before October 15th. 


Attendance Conference 
Will Be Held at Ithaca 


A conference on attendance and child adjust- 
ment will be held July 29th to August 2d at 
Ithaca, under the auspices of the State Fduca- 
tion Department and Cornell University. 
Speakers with special experience will discuss 
such topics as, “ The School Representative and 
His Work,” “ Health Problems,” and “ School, 
Home and Community.” Superintendents, 
school representatives and other workers for 
child adjustment and improvement are invited 
to send suggestions concerning the conference 
to Charles L. Mosher, Director of the Attend- 
ance and Child Division of the 


Department. 


Accounting 
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Regents Examinations Dates 
for 1936 Are Changed 


It has been found necessary to change the 
dates for the 1936 examinations 
which were adopted at the December 1934 
meeting of the State Examinations Board 
on account of the that 
felt that the lateness of the June examina- 
seriously interfere with their 
In view of this situation, 


Regents 


fact many schools 


tions would 
closing exercises. 
the 1936 examinations will be held on the 
January 20th-24th; June 


following dates: 


15th-19th. 











Clerk of Naples Board 
for 17 Years Is Dead 


Mrs William K. Caton, clerk of the Naples 
board of education for 17 years, died on March 
Ist at the age of 66 years. She was the oldest 
member on the board of education in number of 
years of service to the She was a 
graduate of the Naples High School 
As a member of the 


school. 
and a 
teacher for several years. 


she established the note- 


board of education, 
worthy record of attending all but one meeting 
of the board in 17 years. Pupils, the faculty 
and the whole community looked upon her as a 
leader in the field of education. 


—Q-————_- 


Progressive Education Group 
Will Hold Regional Meeting 
A regional meeting of the Progressive Edu- 
cation Association will be held on May 10th and 
llth at Buffalo. Invitations to the conference 
are being issued to all 
New York, northern Pennsylvania and southern 
Canada. Special panel discussions sponsored 
by nationally known leaders in the Progressive 
will make up much of 


educators in western 


Education Association 
the program. 

Dr Frederick J. Moffitt, 
Hamburg, is president of the 
Dr Robert Thompson, of the 
Fredonia State Normal School, will be in 
charge of the conference program. 


superintendent of 
schools at 
regional group. 


O-—- 


The Catskill High School was destroyed by 
fire on March 8th. The building was erected 


in 1869, 
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Census and Enrolment Data 
Reported by All Districts 


The 1935 edition of the Report of School 
Enrolment Attendance Statistics 
will soon be ready for distribution to superin- 


Census, and 


tendents of schools. It will carry summaries 
of attendance facts for the 
This year’s report will be unique in that it 
includes data district — 


school, union free school, central rural school, 


past five years. 


from every common 


city and village, 7831 in number —in which a 
This 


accomplished only by the painstaking and _per- 


school is maintained, result has been 
sistent cooperation of school administrators and 
their assistants. 

Charles L. Mosher, Director of the Attend- 
ance and Child Accounting Division of the De 
partment, points out that reports have not been 
received from some of the contract districts, 
doubtless because it was assumed that the fact 
of contract made the census unnecessary. He 
explains that since in important respects the 
school census is particularly necessary in dis- 
tricts which contract, the trustee in such a dis 
trict will be required to show that the school 
census has been taken and that a copy of it has 
been furnished the district superintendent when 


he presents his contract for approval. 


Department Will Award 
25 Trade Scholarships 

Twenty-five scholarships amounting to $250 
each will be awarded by the New York State 
Education Department to men and women hav- 
ing trade or technical education and who desire 
to enter that field of teaching. The scholarships 
will secure to the successful applicants ten 
months of free training in the industrial teacher 
training department of the State Teachers Col 
lege at Buffalo, in addition to the $250 scholar 
ship. The work will start in September 

When the students have completed their work 
satisfactorily they will receive life licenses to 
teach their specific trades in the public schools 
of New York State. 

Interested persons should apply for scholar- 
ship blanks to the Vocational and Extension 
State Education Depart 
The application must be 


Education Division, 
ment, Albany, N. Y. 
filed with the Department on or before May 6th. 
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Current Books on Education 


Compiled by Martha L. Phelps of the State 
Library 

Psychology of the elementary 

N. Y. Farrar & Rine- 


Cole, Luella. 
school subjects. 
hart. 1934. $2 


Methods of teaching based on interpretation of 
psychological — studies. Presents a_ selection of 
digested and well-organized material which may con- 
tribute to an increase in the efficiency of teaching 
the elementary school subjects, giving the references 
on which the author has relied for her conclusions. 
Chapters dealing with the subjects taught in the 
schools contain detailed lists of materials which can 
be used in organizing the daily work of the class 
room. The final chapter outlines a number of 
projects which offer the teacher opportunity for 
** interesting, easy, profitable research,” 


Supervisory guidance 


nN. ¥. 


Collings, Ellsworth. 
of teachers in secondary schools. 


Macmillan. 1934. $2.50 

Advocates a “ child-centered school” at the sec- 
ondary school level. Suggests “how schoolwork can 
best be expressed in terms of the guidance of the 
purposeful activities of the pupils.” One-quarter 
of the book deals with supervisory guidance of 
teachers in the general aspects of the school pro 
gram in “studying how boys and girls grow,” 
in “analyzing the purposeful activities of boys and 
girls,” and so on, The rest of the book deals with 
supervisory guidance of teachers in the use of sub- 
ject matter. While addressed primarily to prin- 
cipals and supervisors, teachers on the hunt for 
new devices will find it full of suggestions. A work 
able program actually tested is described. 


Gist, A. S. Administration of supervision. 
N. Y. Scribner. 1934. $2 
This helpful contribution to the improvement of 
school practice outlines the various purposes of 
supervision, its historical development, its organiza 
tion and the technic necessary to successful 
administration of supervision. Gives clearly the 
fundamentals of progressive phases of classroom 
visitation, demonstration teaching, meetings, pro- 
grams and the curriculum. Although it was written 
primarily for those in elementary education, the 
hasic principles of supervision and many of the 
practices outlined may be of value both to those in 
the secondary field, as well as those in rural and 
urban localities. It is a handbook to help beginners 
as the author has evidently in mind the worker in 
the field, whose training in supervision has not been 
very extensive, 


in English composition and 
(Francis W. Parker School, 
Education vy. 10.) 
Publications 


Experience 
literature. 
Chicago. Studies in 
Francis W. Parker School 
Department, 330 Webster av., Chicago. 
1934. $1 


\ description of the functional English activities 
of adolescent children — reading, writing, talking, 
making speeches, editing and what not activities 
not isolated or artificially approached in divisions 
differentiated as “ academic ” and “ extracurricular ” 
but rather planned (by pupils as well as teachers) 
as experience realized as an integral part not only 
of school activities but of life everywhere, both in 
the pupils daily present and in his adult future. 

Presents a conerete and carefully accurate report 
of successful experience of more than a dozen years, 
in an English department changing sufficiently to 
reduce the implications of the superficial aspects of 
teachers’ personalities. Detailed articles on litera 


ture teaching in the high school years are followed 


Judd, C. H. 


Lewin, William. 


Linn, H. H. 


by an equally explicit account of training in 
composition, 

In the writing of this book, the interests of three 
groups of readers were continually kept in mind, 
namely, to quote the dedication, ‘ inexperienced 
prospective teachers of English literature and com 
position in the high school, others desiring vicarious 
experience in the teaching of English in the hich 
school, and other students of education, including 
the devisers of curricula and the parents of 
adolescent children.” 


Education and social progress. 
N. Y. Harcourt Brace. 1934. $2 


_ Discusses the past, present and future of educa 
tion in terms that the author hopes will interest 
the general public. Concerned with the vital finan 
cial, social and cultural questions affecting the 
schools of America. epresents a careful analysis 
of the web of problems which confronts those who 
would bring education in tune with the times. The 
constructive criticisms which are given should prove 
valuable as incentives to educational improvement. 
Doctor Judd says: “ There is no justification either 
for blind devotion to what has been in education 
or for wholesale undiscriminating rejection of 
traditional practices and traditional institutions.” 

Space is given to the discussion of the funda 
mental aims to be realized in the educational system 
and details for the kind of educational system which 
is likely to appear in the near future are of unusual 
interest. 


Photoplay appreciation in 


American high schools. (English mono- 


graph No. 2, National Council of Teachers 
of English.) N. Y. Appleton-Century. 
1934. $1 


How can the attention of children be directed 

effectively to good movies? This is the problem 
which the National Council of Teachers of English 
attempted to solve by means of a carefully planned 
experimental study, supervised by a committee of 
experts. It was the first effort to seek a solution 
to the moving picture problem which has so long 
been the center of controversy and the subject of 
many investigations. The results of the experiment 
proved conclusively that photoplay appreciation can 
be taught to high school pupils and that attitudes 
and tastes can be improved, They indicate also 
what are some of the basic conditions and the most 
promising methods for refining appreciation. This 
hook not only describes the machinery and the pro 
cedure used during the experiment, but also dis 
cusses the several phases of the experiment and 
explains the methods of instruction employed t 
should be read by school executives, teachers of 
English and all who are concerned with the moving 
picture problem. 
Practical school economics. 
N. Y. Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
College, Columbia University. 1934. $3 

A handbook which the school administrator has 


long sought. The author does not merely tell that 
economies must be effected but he actually explains 
how to make these economies. He has not limited 


himself to $100 or $1000 economies, but he tells 
exactly how the dime and the dollar may he saved 
in school systems without injury to the school 
program Opposes consistently waste. unintelligent 
buying and the unplanned use of school materials, 
with suggestions for economies covering the entire 
range of spending in school systems Indicates the 
urgent need of intelligent supervision of expendi 
tures but places emphasis on the dangers of cur 
tailing too seriously the educational program in the 
attempt to accomplish economies. Offers excellent 
guidance to administrators guidance which will 
aid in effecting the necessary economies with the 
least harmful results for a general program. 














BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 165 


Tugwell, R. G. & Keyserling, L. H., ed. 
Redirecting education. 2v. N.Y. Colum- 
bia Univ. Press. 1934-35. $3 each. 
(Vol. 1, The United States. 1934; Vol. 2, 
Europe and Canada. 1935.) 

There is at present much discussion of the uni 


versity’s place in modern society. What should be 
the methods of college teachers in the fourth decade 
of the century? What are the social objectives of 


American education? 

The editors and contributors in these volumes 
have not tried to answer these questions with dog 
matic statements. They speak from actual class 
room experience and from the point of view of 
educators and authorities who see education not as 
a conglomeration of unrelated subjects but as a 
whole whose parts are and must be put before the 
student as interrelated Even more important, they 
see education as a part of industrial civilization 
and a part that may, if given a chance, lead rather 
than follow the course of society The authors have 
all been engaged in the comprehensive and coop 
erative course known as contemporary civilization 
which was begun 15 years ago at Columbia College 
as an experiment Phat experiment has been success 
ful in the task of relating courses to each other and 
to the outside world, 


Willingly to school. Text is by the staff of 
the Fox Meadow School, Scarsdale, N. Y., 
under the supervision of Claire T. Zyve. 
Photographs by Wendell MacRae. N. Y. 
Round Table Press. 1934. $3 

This most unusual and delightful book tells its 
story of life in a progressive school through beauti 
ful photographs by the noted photographer, Wendell 
MacRae, depicting children of all ages experiencing 
a variety ot worth while activities, Gives a visual 
interpretation to the philosophy of modern progres 
sive education, 

lhe narrative has been written by the school staff 
and has been kept simple, interpretative and brief, 
while the exquisite photographs interpret child 
development in a truly dramatic fashion 

The experiences pictured so beautifully illustrate 


the “normal approaches of children to an under 
standing of their environment ” and are symbolic of 
the events taking place in many public elementary 
schools today. Children have not posed for their 
pictures but the artist has collected these illustra 


over a period of several years from the natural 
of children in a truly child-centered public 





leachers and parents will enjoy this pictured 


promise of a new day where education means that 
children are given opportunities for rich living and 
yr willingly to school because these activities are 


eminently satisfying 
In the opinion of Dr J. Cayce Morrison, Assistant 


Commissioner for Elementary Education of New 
York State, the book is “ By far the most significant 
contribution t the literature f elementary educa 


tion produced in 19 

Williamson, Maude, & Lyle, M. S. Home- 
making education in the high school. N.Y 
\ppleton-Century. 1934. $2.60 














\ ear and well-organized book written to meet 
the needs f prospective teachers in high school 
ind also young teachers already in service In 
these days when all the subjects of the curriculum 
ire being reevaluated in the light of present needs, 
it is important to examine the home « omics Cur 

it has been developed various centers 

f good procedure are given whereby cur 

ices may he judged One of the very 

fe ires of this book is the liberal use of 
pertinent problems which will necessitate a_ practical 
discussion of situations involving the educational 
theories advanced by the authors Especially valu 


} 


able for proving that homemaking is not a fad or 
frill and for stressing the teachers’ influence in the 
mmunity as well as in the classroom 


Schoolmen Engage in Athletic 
and Professional Meetings 


The 75 men teachers in the second super 
visory district of Westchester county under 
District Superintendent Thomas J. Wagner, 
formerly organized as “ Cheney's Men,” now 
the “Central Westchester Schoolmen'’s Club,” 
have had a series of successful and interesting 
meetings from both the social and professional 
point of view. 

One group of these men interested in athletics 
closed a basketball season by accepting the 
challenge of a similar group in the first super- 
visory district known as “ Knapp’s Men” to 
play a series of three games. The exciting 
game played in the Elmsford Alexander Ham 
ilton High School, March 4th, resulted in 
Wagner's Men being the winners of the series 

These games attracted a great deal of atten 
tion in the districts throughout Westchester 
county among both teachers and pupils, and the 
participation on the part of the teachers, mostly 
those interested in physical education, in games 
where pupils may see the spirit of fairness 
demonstrated does much toward establishing 
desirable standards and attitudes in inter 
scholastic and intermural activities 

A series of baseball games and a field day 
for these groups of men have been planned and 
will in all probability attract merited attention 


Dr Edward M. Van Cleve 
Retires from Blind School 


After a notable service of 21 years as princi- 
pal of the New York Institute for the Edu- 
cation of the Blind, Dr Edward M. Van Cleve 
has retired. In recognition of his devoted and 
inspired leadership, the managers of the institute 
have elected him principal emeritus. Dr Merk 


Elbert Frampton has been elected principal o 
the school, 


“> 


Dr A. J. Stoddard Heads 
Department of Superintendence 


Dr A. J. Stoddard, superintendent of schools 
at Providence, R. I., was elected president of 
the Department of Superintendence of — the 
National Education Association at its annual 
meeting held in Atlantic City in February 
Doctor Stoddard was superintendent of schools 
at Bronxville, N. Y., from 1922 to 1929, leaving 


to become superintendent at Providence 
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Randolph Mammoth on Exhibit at State Museum 


The huge skull and tusks of the mammoth 
May at the New York State 
Fish Hatchery near the village of Randolph, 
Cattaraugus county, New York, been 
mounted for display in the New York State 
Museum, on the fourth floor of the State Edu- 
In addition to the Randolph 
been 


unearthed last 


have 


cation Building. 
mammoth, 15 other mammoths have 
identified in New York State, but in no other 
case have the remains been in such an excellent 
One of the Randolph 
and one-half 


state of preservation. 
tusks measures nine feet 
inches on the outside curve; the other just nine 
feet. Their weight is about 145 pounds. The 
skull has a length of four feet and weighs 
195 pounds without the lower jaw. 

The skull was discovered during excavation 
for a fish pond at the state hatchery. Opera- 


four 


tions were suspended as soon as the discovery 
was made, and Dr Charles C. Adams, Director 
of the New York State Museum, was notified 
of the Chris A. Hartnagel, Assistant 
State Geologist, directed the search for the 
remaining mammoth bones. Both tusks, several 
ribs, vertebrae and large joint bones of the 


find. 


legs were also found. 

The locality in which the mammoth was dis- 
covered is in the broad flat valley, one mile 
wide, now occupied by Little Conewango creek. 
Before the ice Little Cone- 
wango valley carried the Allegheny river, which 
flowed in a_ northwesterly direction toward 
Lake Erie. The filling of this valley to a depth 
of several hundred feet by material 
diverted the Allegheny to its present southerly 
course through Pennsylvania. The filled pond, 
only 210 feet in circumference, in which the 


age, the present 


glacial 


bones were found, appears to have been origi- 
nally a small kettle hole resulting from the 
melting of a stranded ice block left by the 
glacier. 

While wandering near the pond, the mam- 
moth apparently became mired along its edge. 
How long the animal remained entombed in the 
pond can not be determined definitely — possibly 
ten to fifteen thousand years, possibly longer. 
Although the mammoth was contemporaneous 
with early man in Europe, no conclusive evi- 
dence has been found indicating that man lived 
York before the 


within the boundaries of New 
mammoth became extinct. 

Of the 16 known occurrences of mammoth 
in New York State, it is interesting to note 


that all but one were found in the western part 
of the State, whereas the mastodon, although 
occurring far more abundantly than the mam- 
moth, has been most frequently in 
eastern New York. The most easily recognized 
feature in distinguishing the mammoth from 
the mastodon is the character of the teeth. 
The teeth of the mammoth have a flat grinding 
surface with many transverse plates. The teeth 
of the mastodon have a grinding surface made 
up of a series of elevated knobs and further 
distinguished from those of the mammoth by 
long rootlike prongs. 


found 


—_o——_ 


Merchant Marine Academy 
Will Take Summer Cruise 


The New York State Merchant 
Academy held graduation exercises on Feb- 
ruary 15th at the Maritime Exchange, New 
York City. Regent Robert W. Higbie pre- 
sented diplomas to 28 cadets of the graduating 


Marine 


class. 

This summer the training 
State” of the academy will make a cruise, with 
stops at the following Hamilton, 
Bermuda, Dublin, London, Copenhagen, Havre, 
Gibraltar, and thence back to New York where 
it will secure for the winter at Fort Schuyler. 
The cruise will last approximately four months 
and the ship will stop about a week in each 


ship “ Empire 


ports : 


port visited. 

On the return of the ship a class will be 
graduated on October Ist and a new class will 
enter. The requirements for entrance are rigid, 
and vacancies exist for about one-fourth the 
number applying. 

A shore base is now being equipped at Fort 
Schuyler, on the East river, Bronx, New York, 

The New York office is in 
Suilding, 80 Centre street. 


for this academy. 
the State Office 


_ O—— 


Dr Frederick L. Patry, psychiatrist in the 
Medical Service Bureau of the State Education 
Department, was chairman of the section meet- 
ing of the American Orthopsychiatric Associ- 
ation, devoted to a discussion of “ Integrating 
Psychiatry with Education,” held in February 
in New York City. At the meeting of the 
association, Doctor Patry’s rank was elevated 
from that of a member to that of a fellow. 
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State Publishes Correspondence of Maria Van Rensselaer 


The University of the State of New York 
has recently issued an octavo volume of about 
200 pages entitled Correspondence of Maria van 
Rensselaer, 1669-1689, which is of great interest 
in connection with the social and economic his- 
The volume contains trans- 
lations of a series of Dutch letters that were 
salvaged from the Capitol fire of 1911 and 
forms a sequel to the correspondence of Maria 


tory of the period. 


van Rensselaer’s husband, Jeremias van Rensse- 
laer, which was published in 1932. 

The letters, like 
volume, deal primarily with the management of 
Rensselaerswyck and throw a 


those in the preceding 
the colony of 
vivid light on the problems which confronted 
the owners of the colony during the period im- 
mediately following the second surrender of the 
province of New Netherland to British author- 
ity. Since the colony at the time was owned 
almost entirely by who resided in 
Holland, there was grave danger of its 
This, combined with the facts that 
Kiliaen van Rensselaer, the first 

1643, was still unsettled, 
four of his sons had died 


persons 
con- 
fiscation. 
the estate of 
patroon, who died in 
that his widow and 
subsequently, and that Robert Livingston, who 
had married the widow of the Rev. Nicolaus 
van Rensselaer, laid claim to the latter’s share 
in the colony, brought about many complications 
which made the task of Maria van Rensselaer 
most difficult. 
While the 
around the problems that were created by the 


correspondence largely revolves 
above-mentioned circumstances, there are many 
details of a personal or domestic nature that 
fill out the picture of life in the colony during 
the last quarter of the seventeenth century and 
that enable one to gain a truer perspective of 
the primitive conditions which at the time pre- 
vailed not only in the colony, but also at Albany 
and in other parts of the province. 

Strictly speaking, the letters in the collection 
belong to two distinct series, one embracing the 
correspondence which was carried on by Maria 


van Rensselaer with her brother-in-law Richard 


van Rensselaer, who as the sole surviving son 
of the first patroon had charge of the interests 
of the Holland branch of the van 
family, and the other series consisting of the 
correspondence of Maria van Rensselaer with 
various members of the van Cortlandt family, 
more particularly with her brother Stephanus 


Rensselaer 


van Cortlandt, who in 1678 succeeded Nicolaus 
van Rensselaer as director of the colony. The 
letters, therefore, deal not only with conditions 
in the colony, but throw a curious sidelight on 
contemporary conditions in Holland, which adds 
considerably to the interest of the collection as 
a whole. 

The volume may be obtained from the order 
section of the New York State Library. The 
price is $1.25 a copy. 


—_Qo——_- 


Junior High School Conference 
Scheduled at Binghamton 


A conference and round-table discussion of 
junior high school programs will be held on 
May 17th at the West Junior High School in 
Binghamton. Following a visit to junior high 
schools in the morning, a meeting will be con- 
ducted in the afternoon, at which talks will be 
given by Dr Daniel J. Kelly, superintendent of 
schools of Binghamton; Marian C. Taylor, 
student organization adviser in the West Junior 
High School; Harold V. Hager, principal ot 
the West Junior High School; and Harrison H. 
Van Cott, supervisor of junior high schools for 
the Department. 


a 
Connecticut Celebrates 

Tercentenary of Founding 

The State of is celebrating in 

1935 the 300th anniversary of the settlement of 

In recognition of the early estab- 


Connecticut 


the colony. 
lishment by Connecticut of its system of educa- 
tion and of the nationwide importance of its 
contributions to education, the National Council 
of State Superintendents and Commissioners of 
Education, at its February meeting in Atlantic 
City, recommended “that the 
America observe the tercentenary of the settle- 
ment of the colony of Connecticut by appro- 
During the 


schor is of 


priate instruction and exercises.” 
celebration period, which opened on April 26th 
and will close in October, each city and town in 
the state will present programs of interest. 
a 
The 39th annual convention of the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers will be held 
April 29th to May 3d at Miami, Fla. The 
theme of the convention will be “ The Home — 
The Index to National Life.” 
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Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following: 

Bellport, addition and gymnasium to 
school, $125,000; approved December 10th 

Kenmore, addition to Roosevelt grade school, 
$85,000; approved March Ist 

Fairmount, District 3, Camillus, 
county, new grade school, $142,200; approved 
March Ist 

District 3, Niskayuna, 
miscellaneous repairs and improvements to Van 


high 


Onondaga 


Schenectady county, 


Antwerp School, $750; approved March Ist 


Athens, new boiler installation, $1840; ap- 
proved March Ist 
West Chazy, new grade school, $34,000; 


approved March 4th 
Peekskill, fire 

School, $5000; approved March 8th 
Jamestown, alterations to present boiler equip- 

$36,065; approved 


escape for Franklin Street 


ment and steam tunnel, 
March 8th 

East Northport, new grade school, $118,000; 
approved March 8th 

Greenwich, improvement to basement, $1800; 


approved March 15th 


development, 


North Bellmore, basement 
$1600; approved March 15th 
Marion, addition to grade and high school, 
$35,000; approved March 15th 
Walton, grade 
proved March 15th 
Endicott, alteration of stage and proscenium 


new school, $152,100; ap- 


arch of H. B. Endicott school, $1200; ap- 
proved March 18th 
District 9, Corning, Steuben county, fire 


escape for grade school; approved March 22d 


Whitesville, new heating and ventilating sys- 
tem in high school, $1600; approved March 22d 

District 10, Newstead, Erie county, new one- 
room school, $3982.53; approved March 25th 

Lancaster, addition and alteration to high 
school, $60,000; approved March 25th 

Cayuga, toilet installation in present building, 
$638 ; approved April 2d 

Waterford, stairway, $4150; 
April 5th 

Bolton Landing, weatherstripping in windows, 


new approved 


$475; approved April 8th 
Putnam Valley, supplemental approval, grade 
and high school; approved April 8th 


Notes from the Field 


Dr Augustus O. Thomas, internationally 
known educator, died on January 30th in Wash- 
A former state commissioner of 
education of Nebraska and of Maine, Doctor 
Thomas is known throughout the country be- 
He was the 


ington, D. C. 


cause of his lectures and writings. 
founder and first president of the World Feder- 
ation of Educational Associations and at the 
time of his death was general secretary of that 
organization. 


annual convention of the Inter- 


for Crippled Children will be 


The 14th 
national Society 
held May 5th-8th at Washington, D. C., 
May 9th at Baltimore, Md. The program will 
stress particularly the education of the crippled 
child. A special opportunity will be afforded 
the delegates to visit the institutions and clinics 


and on 


at Baltimore 


500013193) 
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The Utica board of education has chosen the 
name Hugh R. Jones School for the building 
now being erected in the Ridgewood section. 
The name citizen 
interested in the welfare of Utica. 


honors a former who was 


Voters of the Town of Webb school district 
voted an appropriation of $7500 for the pur- 
chase of an addition of over two acres to the 
present school grounds for the school located 
at Old Forge. 

Irving 
Pier- 


The faculty of the Washington 

schools in Tarrytown greeted Frank R. 
son, president of the board of education, on 
his eightieth birthday anniversary January 21st, 
with a letter of appreciation for his 43 years 
of service to the community as a member of 


the board of education. 
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